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 Important component of NZ’s general 
surveillance programme

 3 commercial veterinary diagnostic 
laboratories provide anonymised case 
data to MPI

 Programme operating 2003-present
 Database holds approx. 380,000 records 

across all species

Animal Health Surveillance programme
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Animal health and welfare impacts

Anecdotal reports of significant impacts;

-significant morbidity/mortality events in 
calves and cows,
-abortions

Why is this changing trend 
important?



Production costs

-mortality- loss of cows in production or 
replacement stock
-impacts of morbidity (decreased weight gain, 
lost milk production etc)
-abortions
-treatment costs; vaccine and antibiotics
-loss of milk



Human health impacts

-risk of raw milk consumption (farmers families and general 
public)

-risks to farm workers
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